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thoughts and these pass through mountains and cross oceans-
Even Christs and Buddhas are second-rate men." <( The
strongest minds are often those of whom the noisy world
hears least." Poets, orators, artists and statesmen catch a
glimpse of the sage's vision and shape the world. When the
energy that is conserved in spiritual consciousness becomes
dynamic, there well forth a warmth of life and a wealth
of thought which inspire, elevate and transfigure the
world.

Foremost among the spiritual and unifying forces of
modern life stands Ramakrsna Paramahamsa, a living
embodiment of harmony and peace. He summed up in
his life the best ideals of the age and perfected them by a
practical realization of truth. His life is the best reflec-
tion and criticism of modern life from the stand-point of
spiritual synthesis. His is a message of love to a warring
world. Some regard him as the apostle of social reform ;

others find in his life an incarnation of philanthropy.
But he is a typical Indian seer who placed God-realiza-
tion before everything else. His was the yearning of the
Indian sage, <( What is that by knowing which everything
else is known ? " The answer came to him at last in the
soul-sight of the Supreme. The chief value of his reali-
sation for us is the synthetic insight that it affords in the
understanding of the unity of religions.

The chief characteristic of Hinduism from the Vedan-
tic standpoint is its all-comprehensiveness and spiritual
hospitality as revealed in the following words of Monier
Williams; (< Hinduism has something to offer which is
suited to all minds. Its very strength lies in its infinite
adaptability to the infinite diversity of human characters
and human tendencies.   It has its high spiritual and